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Péter Sárik is a piano virtuoso from
Hungary, also active as a composer
and band leader. Péter Sárik is an
outstanding pianist in both jazz and
classical music, known for his jazz
adaptations of the great composers
Tchaikovsky, Van Beethoven, Vivaldi
and of course Béla Bartók. With
his trio and his group Péter Sárik
is touring with huge success in
Hungary and abroad (recently in
countries like Romania, Germany,
Croatia and Finland).
In the upoming May, Péter Sárik
finally plays in The Netherlands,
with three major features at the
festival Rabobank Amersfoort Jazz.
We had the privilege to talk to the
friendly maestro in advance.

The music tradition from which
Bartók took inspiration runs in our
blood. Moreover, I often travel to
Transylvania, (which is now a part of
Romania but belonged to Hungary
up to 1920), where Bartók collected
a considerable part of his music. This
region still shows the face it had in
Bartók’s time. I was greatly inspired
by the landscapes, odours, flavours,
music, dances and the local people
while working on the CD.”

Storm Bakker: “What, would you say,
is so inspiring about Bartók’s music?“
Péter Sárik: “My biggest inspiration
in connection with Bartók is that I’m
Hungarian. I live in Budapest, I walk
the same streets as he did and we
presented our CD in the grand hall
of the Academy of Music which was
inaugurated by himself. Thanks to the
Kodály music teaching method we
grew up with Hungarian folk songs.
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Storm Bakker: “Which works
of Bartók would you consider
particularly important, in general, but
also for your own project?”
Péter Sárik: “As for the CD, being a
trio with a piano, naturally the piano
pieces were the most important and
realizable ones. Disregarding the CD
I wouldn’t name a „most important”
piece from Bartók’s oeuvre as this
would be impossible. On the contrary,
our aim with this CD was to make
Bartók’s music popular as, admit it
or not, it turns out to be too modern
even for classical music fans. We hope
that assisted with drums, double bass
and jazz, this music, often difficult
to understand, becomes more
enjoyable. Listen, there was a summer
festival in Hungary where they
actually danced to one piece. Danced
to Bartók!!! I would never have
imagined this to happen... but I’m
really happy about it because it shows
that we have reached our goal.”
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Storm Bakker: “What do you think of
Bartók’s 153 Mikrokosmos pieces?”
Péter Sárik: “They are all
masterpieces just as all Bartók’s
oeuvre. Nevertheless we must admit
that these pieces, although written
for children, in most cases are too
abstract and too modern for them. I
myself started enjoying them at a later
stage. We have included two pieces
from this collection on the CD.”
Storm Bakker: “What about jazz in
Hungary? Is there a typical way of
playing jazz? Is there a scene? Is
there a next generation? What about
the mix with Hungarian traditional
and classical music? Is there an
ethno-musicological development?”
Péter Sárik: “It is always a big surprise
for foreigners to experience how rich
Hungarian jazz life is. They wouldn’t
think it possible for a genre like this
to have such a strong presence in a
small country like ours. In Hungary
jazz has been taught for more than 50
years. In my opinion this abundance is
helped by numerous fantastic gypsy
dynasties living in the capital. They
play all kinds of music at a high level,
their knowledge is passed on from
father to son and the members of the
younger generation excel themselves
in classical music or jazz on stages
other than restaurants. You can listen
to all kinds of jazz in Hungary thanks
to the fact that we are a rather mixed
nation, thus our music is also diverse.”
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Storm Bakker: “Have you ever
played in The Netherlands? What do
you know about the jazz scene over
here? And, are you looking forward
to the festival in Amersfoort?”
Péter Sárik: “Once I had the chance
to take part in a Hungarian new circus
performance as a composer. Although
I have already played in several
countries, as far as jazz is concerned,
Holland has remained a blind spot, so
I’m really looking forward to perform
there.

Péter Sárik with the young Pétra Várallyay (Lucky Dog)

How small the world is! There is a jazz
pianist who lives in my hometown,
Cegléd, who had studied in Holland,
has a Dutch wife, so I can say I know a
lot more about the jazz life of Holland
than an average Hungarian person.
I have naturally learned a lot about
the Amersfoort festival and I must
say I am enthralled. Before having
been invited to your festival we had a
long conversation with Matti Austen
(*Amersfoort Jazz co-programmer
and international liaison - SB). He told
me how strongly the organization
feels about having a homely, pleasant
and friendly atmosphere, which I
also value. Thus, I choose people I
want to play with who are not only
excellent musicians but with whom
we understand one another perfectly,
with whom we are in a friendly
relationship. Without these there’s no
point in playing-performing together.”
For more information about Péter
Sárik, visit www.petersarik.com

• Friday, May 15 | De Mannenzaal, Amersfoort
Péter Sárik Trio X Bartók
• Saturday, May 16 | De Lieve Vrouw, Amersfoort
Hungarian Focus Night | Péter Sárik Project : Lucky Dog
• Sunday, May 17 | Lieve Vrouwekerkhof, Amersfoort
Hungarian Focus Grande Finale
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www.amersfoortjazz.nl

